HISTORICAL SKETCH

Family History

Near the close of the eighteenth century, Gunbjern Haugen lived in
Fggedal (Sogn), Sigdahl's parish (presteg aixeld) Norway, He was mar
ried twice. By his first wite, Aase, he had three children: Reiar, Bjgrn,
ind Eli. By his second wife he had two children: Aase and Lars.
bijgrn Haugen became quite wei thy, lived to the good old age
of ninety-nine years, and was buried in Eggedal’s cemetery. Reiar
emigrated to America and settled in one of the Southern States, \\-‘hcrc
he .1|1:1 his entire family died during the cholera e pidemic. Eli lived i
Eggedal. Aase married Anders \Lg;'\lm of 51;_!:.1&[. Lars moved to
Drammen. Bigrn obtained his father’s estate, called Nord Haugen,
which he operated for twenty-one years. He was married to Ingeborg
Teigen on [)cumlmr 15, 1833, in Eggedal's Church. Bjgrn became
quite wealthy. By his birthright he obtained his father’s farm, and he
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purchased two adjoining farms.
[n 1854, in his forty-eighth year, he decided to go to America. In all

haste the estate was sold and Bjgrn Haugen and family embarked for
America. The difficult trip by sailship required almost fourteen weeks.
Bjgrn Haugen carried somewhat over $2,000.00 in gold on his person.

From the eastern seaboard these immigrants came to the Middle West
by way of the Erie canal, where the immigrants were crowded into
{)i)cn c;m:ll boats, then l}n':mgh the Great Lakes to Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin, and thence by ox-cart to Lansing, lowa, where the trip was sud-
denly stopped. Mother was ill. The authorities pronounced her illness
cholera. Word was sent to her sister, Mrs. Embregt Haugen living three
miles southwest of Decorah, who immediately left with her son Peter.
However, travel with oxen was slow and before this sister could reach
Lansing, Ingeborg died and was buried.

Bjgrn Haugen bought land in Madison township, Winneshiek
County, Towa. Although he had spent his youth and energy farming
in Norway, he now could apply the knowledge obtained in agricultural
pursuits to the best advantage.

Bjgrn Haugen and family became members of the Little Towa con-
gregation soon after coming to America. When a Lutheran congrega-
tion was organized in Decorah in 1863, Bjgrn Haugen and family
transferred to that congregation.

For twenty-five years the Haugen family lived a quiet, frugal, in-
dustrious life. Then changes came. The eldest daughter, Ragnhild,
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was a severe blow to the tamily, Gulbrand died i 1884, On Seprember
23, 1890, Biprn Haugen died, leaving his estate to be divided berween
his two remaining children, Aase and Jorand.

Aase Haugen

Aase Haugen was thirteen years of age when she came to America.
She had obtained her early schooling in Norway, but it was quite
meagre. Writing and arithmetic were not taught the girls attending
school at that time. Upon the death of her mother at Lansing, Towa,
it devolved upon Aase to take her mother’s place in the home.

She walked ten miles from her home to the Washington Prairie
parsonage to prepare for confirmation and was confirmed by Rev. V.
Koren the first Sunday after Easter in 1856. The confirmation took
place in the home of Thore Skotland in Calmar Township. In spite of
her meagre schooling and the heavy duties resting upon Aase, it is most
gratifying to read the testimony of her pastor at the time of her con-
firmation, “Meget god kristendomskundskab.”



[n her younger days Aase bxf\!l‘\l('_ engaged to a young man, [")'ac
Baglie from Sigdal, Norway, but !1;‘r I'.u.hu oh]:.'c;vd to the match. Not
\\'i;hing to do anything which might displease him, \.h:'. postponed }?t_w,-
marriage. Baglie died a few years l\lu:].' and was llmraul at Ada, A\Ilm-
lu:ml;l,‘ .'\;]h[."})]iil_'L'(] a monument on his grave, ['he engagement ring
Aase took with her to her grave.

August 25, 1893, Aase’s sister Jorand died and Aase was now alone.
She often spoke of the following days and years as dark and dreary,
but “days in which God led me to love Him more and to understand
His \\';1;-'5 better.” Aase often asked, “Why has the Lord dealt thus
with me? All my dear family is taken from me. Here [ am left with
more wealth than I can ever use. But the Lord will show a way.”

Aase was very kind-hearted. Many were her gifts to needy people
and often her kindness and generosity were shamefully abused. To
the Church and its many activities she gave liberally. “It makes me so
happy to give of the means God has intrusted to me,” Aase said to one
soliciting funds for a children’s home. To Dzcorah Lutheran Church,
of which she was a member, she gave a pipe-organ costing $1,650.00.
She gave generously to young men preparing to enter the ministry.

Aase was a woman of few words. She preferred to listen to others.
She was regular in her church attendance, taking an active part in all
church work.

A few years before her death her physician informed her that she
was suffering from cancer and that an operation was necessary. She
immediately sought her pastor, Rev. Otto E. Schmidt, requesting that
he make all the arrangements for an operation.

Upon her return from the hospital, realizing that her days were
numbered, she made her will. She gave her entire estate to the Church.
The second paragraph of her will reads as follows:

“I give, bequeath, and devise all of my property which T may own
at the time of my death to the United Norwegian Lutheran Church
of America to be used in establishing and maintaining a home for aged
people under the name of “The Aase Haugen Home.'”

Aase began to lose strength and it became apparent that she would
soon finish her sojourn here. But she was happy, thanking God for His
goodness and mercy, for His Fatherly guidance and care, “at jeg som
en fattig synderinde har fundet fred, trgst, og hvile i Jesu blod og ret-
fardighed” (that I, a poor sinner, have found peace, comfort, and rest
in the blood of Jesus and His righteousness).

Aase Haugen died August 13, 1910, aged sixty-nine years, four
months, and five days. '

Founding of the Aase Haugen Home

[n 1911 the Decorah Circuit elected Rev. O. E. Schmidt to solicit
subscriptions, in the congregations belonging to the circuit, for the
erection of The Aase Haugen Home. The people responded very gen
erously, $32,483.60 being subscribed during the year, of which amount
$24,317.46 were paid in cash.

At the annual meeting of the former United Norwegian Lutheran
Church in 1912, the Board of Trustees recommended “that the proposed
Aase Haugen Home be established on the Aase Haugen farm near
Decorah, Towa.” A resolution was passed, instructing the Board of
Trustees of the Church to proceed with the erection of the Home.
(Report of the annual meeting of 1912, page 237.)

Mr. W. B. Ingvoldstad

Has been a member of the Board for twenty-five
vears with the exception of one year
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